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MEDIA INFORMATION 
 

In micro business, money doesn’t equal happiness 

Today Flying Solo released Understanding Micro Business, 2008, the results of Australia’s 
largest solo & micro business survey. It was completed by 1,770 members of the 
www.flyingsolo.com.au community. 
 
As well as comprehensive statistics covering demographics, behaviours, business 
challenges, income and general business information, the survey unearthed some surprising 
findings. 
 
HAPPINESS vs INCOME 
 
We asked business owners ‘How happy are you in your work?’ 
Average happiness levels were an impressive 8 out of 10.  
 
We also asked ‘How satisfied are you with your income?’ 
Most respondents were nonplussed, with average satisfaction levels rating 5 out of 10. 
 
Interestingly, Brisbane contained the happiest business owners and Perth had those most 
satisfied with their income. 
 
So while many soloists were less than satisfied with the amount of money they were 
generating, overwhelmingly they were happy in their work. Compelling evidence that career 
satisfaction and happiness is not about the money. 
 
Robert Gerrish of Flying Solo was not surprised at these findings, given his understanding of 
the micro business market. “Yes, being profitable is essential, but being happy and satisfied in 
their work is the end goal for a lot of people who start their own business. I suspect this 
relationship between money and income satisfaction might look very different amongst 
corporate bankers, for example.” 
 
Robert Gerrish is the founder of Flying Solo and the co-author, with Sam Leader, of the book 
Flying Solo - How to go it alone in business. 
 
Established in 2000, Flying Solo is Australia’s online community for Australian solo & micro 
business owners. The website - www.flyingsolo.com.au - attracts over 30,000 unique visitors 
a month and more than 14,000 Australian business owners receive Flying Solo’s weekly 
email newsletter. 
 
Understanding Micro Business, 2008 is Australia’s largest solo & micro business survey. It 
was conducted by Flying Solo and published on Tuesday 20 May 2008. 
 
Further information:  
Robert Gerrish, Founder  | 02 9337 2600 | robert@flyingsolo.com.au   
Samantha Leader, Director – Editor | 0425 309 007 | sam@flyingsolo.com.au 
Peter Crocker, Director – Marketing | 02 9907 3394 | peter@flyingsolo.com.au  

http://www.flyingsolo.com.au/survey2008
http://www.flyingsolo.com.au/
http://www.flyingsolo.com.au/index.php?sec173761878
http://www.flyingsolo.com.au/
mailto:robert@flyingsolo.com.au
mailto:sam@flyingsolo.com.au
mailto:peter@flyingsolo.com.au

